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FRENCH FAITH 
4 TrzzATEXING and PERNICIOUS 1 
To All EUROPE, &c.. 


HE Condu& of France for above an 
hundred Years paſt has been ſo ſenſi- 
bly felt by all Europe; her Maxims' 
ſo ſelfiſh and alarming, at ſuch Variance 
with Truth and Honour, ſo inſidious and 
threatening ;. her Uſurpations ſo notorious, 
her Actions ſuch Contradictions to her Pro- 
feſſions; her moſt ſacred Engagements ſo ſoon 
and ſo openly violated, and her Defiance of 


| God and Man ſo ſhocking ; that I thought it 


would be no unpleaſing Entertainment to an 
Engliſh Reader, eſpecially at this Time, to 
ſee a few Inſtances of French Faith in Trea- 
ties, and her faithleſs Uſage of all, eſpecially 
her beſt, Allies: Neither can a ſtronger In- 
ſtance be given than that of Sweden, her an- 
tient, conſtant, and moſt uſeful Ally, her 
firſt and beſt Inſtrument to weaken her moſt 
terrible Neighbour the Houſe of Auſtria; yet 

e ſo 


[ 2 ] 
fo perfidiouſly and barbarouſly uſed by her, as 
to be almoſt undone by her Alliance. 


I have taken my Account from the beſt 
Authorities, and it is all grounded upon Facts. 


When the French, terrified by the growing 
Greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, had 


drawn Guſtavus Adolphus, by much Perſua- 


| Gon, and many Engagements, into an Alliance 
againſt the Emperor in January 1631; they 
made, about the ſame time, a ſecret Alli- 
ance with the Elector of Bavaria, dire! 

tontrary to the Drift and Faith of the former 
Alliance, fince that Elector was then attached 


to the Emperor; and though their Alliance 


with Guſtavus was for Six Years, yet the very 
next Year, as he was advancing towards the 


Rhine, they aſſembled an Army near Metz, 


under another Pretence, but in reality to o 


poſe the Progreſs of Gu/tavus : And as they 
durſt not do it Sword in Hand, they tried to 


ſtop and amuſe him with a Treaty of Neu- 

trality in favour of the above Elector, whom 
they were cajolling from the Auſtrian Intereſt, 

by encouraging him with the Hopes of the 
Imperial Diadem, to which they promiſed to 
raiſe him by the Arms of France, and get 
him choſen by Force, as they have of late 
the preſent Elector. 
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So early did they begin to tamper with 
that Family, and allure it by the ſame Bait. 
France actually entered ſecretly into this Neu- 
tral Treaty with that EleQor, againſt the 

very Spirit and Letter of her Treaty with the 

> Swedes —The amazing Progreſs of Guſtavus, 
and his rapid Conqueſts, are well known. As 
before his Death, which happened in the Bat- 
: tle of Lutzen near Leipfick, the French, ſorry 
for his Succeſs, began ſhamefully to neglect: 
the Payment of the ſtipulated Subſidy ; when 
the News of his Death reached Paris, that 
Court (his good Ally) felt and ſhewed extreme 
Joy, and hardly forbore making Bonfires. 


They however perſuaded Count Oxenſſiern, 
and the Swediſh Officers, to proſecute the 
War; and that Count was to continue in the 
ſame ſupreme Command, which the late Kin 
had poſſeſſed. Yer Fouquieres, the French 
Envoy to the Confederate Circles at Heilbron, 
by a Treachery inſeparable from French Coun- 
cils, and Alliances, ſo wrought with the Cir- 
cles by underhand Management, that his 
Command was miſerably reſtrained and cir- 
cumſcribed, and he found infinite Difficulty 


% * 


in exerciſing it. 


In ſhort, the French ſtudiouſiy diſtreſſed 
and obſtructed the Swedes, and diſabled them 
| : oo eg from 
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from anſwering the End of the Treaty, namely 


the Protection of the States of Germany, on 


purpoſe to oblige theſe States to throw them- 
ſelves under the Protection of the French 


Crown. Whatever Succeſs the Swedes had, 


it was not turned to the Advantage of the 
Swedes, or the Confederates ; but all wreſted and 
applied ſolely to the Benefit of France, with- 


out her bearing any Part in the Trouble or 


Danger. And though ſhe had ſolemnly pro- 


miſed and declared to the States at Heilbron, 


that ſhe would take nothing from the Empire 


for herſelf, and that whatever was taken from 


it during the War, ſhould be punctually re- 


ſtored after the War to the ſeveral Owners; 
yet the French were, at this very Time, con- ; 


triving to ſeize upon all the Towns and Forti- 
fications upon the Rhine, from Baſil quite 
down to the Mo/elle, a great Range of Towns, 
the Barrier of the Empire on that long and 
important Frontier. To this Purpoſe they 
actually eſtabliſhed a French Parliament at 
Metz, and took Poſſeſſion of Nanci, with all 
the other ſtrong Places in Lorain. 


- To execute and improve this alarming, 

this infamous Project, a French Marſhal, ar 
the Head of a great Army, advanced towards 

the Rhine, to ſnatch from Germany all that 
they could poſſibly ſnatch, though they had 
folemnly engaged to take nothing. 'The __ 
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ſhal even forced ſeveral German Towns to re- 


ceive French Gariſons, in direct Violation of 
the late Treaty of Heilbron, and in ſpite of 
che Swedes, and of all their Remonſtrancing 
againſt ſuch flagrant Perfidy and Uſurpation. 


Their whole Conduct was of a Piece, in- 
famous and rapacious. When the Rhinegrave 
had beſieged the Fort of Hokenbar, and ſo di- 
ſtreſſed it, that it was ready to ſurrender, a 
French . Colonel entered into the Place, and 
perſuaded the Governor not to deliver it to 
the Rhinegrave, but to the French; and then 
let the Imperialiſts retire whither they would. 
The poor Rhinegrave was not only thwarted 


and diſtreſſed in all his Meaſures by theſe his 


faithful French Allies, but they even forced 


him out of Lower Alſace, and robbed him 
of a Place which the Swedes had aſſigned him, 
the Abbey of Luders. = 


In the Aſſembly at Franckfort, whilſt Ox- 
enſtiern zealouſly laboured a Union between 
the Lutherans and Calviniſts, the better to 
carry on the War againſt their common Op- 


preſſor the Emperor, the French laboured with 


no leſs Zeal to foment and perpetuate the 
Spirit of Fewd and Aſperity between them, 
and to promote Diſcord amongſt theſe their 
own Confederates: With this View, and by 
all miſchievous Arts, they ſeduced over ſeveral 
Pro- 


A 
Proteſtants. They inflamed the Elector of 
Saxony againſt their own Allies the Swedes, 
and ſcattered Diſſention amongſt the reſt of 
the Confederate States. Publickly the French 
had the Honour to exhort them all to comply 
with all the Demands of the Swedes, and ro 
ſuccour them with all their Might. In pri- 
vate, the French had the Honour to urge them 
to croſs the Deſigns of the Swedes, and to 
ſtreighten them in every thing. The French 
even had the Honour to corrupt and purchaſe 
ſome of the Members of the Confederate 


States, at a great Price, to diſappoint, and 


diſtreſs and mortify the Swedes, They were 
indeed mortified themſelves to ſee theſe their 


Allies proſper. 


They particularly hated Oxenſtiern, becauſe 


he was a Man of Probity and Spirit, and 


{corned to be their Tool, in reducing under 
the Dominion of France all the Country be- 
tween France and the Rhine; a Scheme which 


the French had the Honour to purſue with 


great Ardor; whilſt they had at the ſame 
Time, and all along, 7ve Honour ſolemnly to 


diſclaim any ſuch View. 


At this Time they began to tamper with 
the Imperial General Walleſtein, not only to 


play the Traitor to his Maſter, but to form 


a Party againſt their Friends the Swedes, They 
| * | even 


E 
even rouſed and tempted Denmark with a vaſt 
Sum of Money to embarraſs Sweden: And, to 
diſable the Swedes from reſiſting Denmark, 
they delayed to pay the Subſidy, which, as 
an indiſpenſable Article, they had promiſed 
them, in order to ſupport the War. 


Obſerve, that by the like Arts, and by the 
Promiſe of ſuch a Subſidy, they had before 
drawn the King of Denmark into the like 
War againſt the Emperor; then left him al- 
molt to periſh unafliſted in it, and had not 
till now paid him the promiſed Subſidy ; and 
now they only renewed their Promiſe of it, 
in order to draw him into a new War, both 
unjuſt and perillous, with Sweden. By the 
like infidious Promiſes and Engagements, never 
made good, they enticed the ambitious, de- 
luded Walleſtein to rebel againſt the Emperor 
his Maſter, to uſurp the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
and to loſe his Life in the Attempt. Such 
was the Faith which the French had the 
Honour to plight to theſe Kings, and this 
Prince; and ſuch the Conſequence to theſe 
yr and to this Prince, in truſting the French 

aith, | - 


They wheedled, and importuned, and bought 
the States of the Empire to deliver ſeveral im- 
portant Places into their Hands, under a 

faithful Promiſe to reſtore them after the 


Feace, 


[8] 
Peace, which Promiſe i they bad the Honour 
never to intend to fulfil. 


When the poor bubbled Swedes ſent Em- 
baſſadors to preſs the French Court to pay the 
Supplies, which were the Conditions and Mo- 
tives of their undertaking the War, the French 
Court had the Honour to deny the Payment, 
and to give a ridiculous Reaſon for a faith- 
leſs Proceeding. Afterwards, upon renewing 
the Alliance with the Confederates, the French 
contrived to exclude the Swedes from the Di- 
rection of the War; though the prime Direc- 


tion of the War was an indiſpenſable Con- 


dition to draw the Swedes into it. 


They till declared every-where, that the 


French King would not reſerve to himſelf an 
Inch of Ground in Germany, when nothing 
elſe was meant by them, than to lop many 
ſtrong Cities and large Regions from Ger- 
many, at the Expence of the Blood of their 


Confederates, whom they thus duped by good 


Words, and falſe Faith. 


They afterwards invited Oxenſtiern to re- 
new the Treaty, and promiſed to ſend a Mi- 
niſter into Saxony, to bring the Elector of 
Saxony into it. But they not only forbore to 

ſend any ſuch Miniſter, (I ſuppoſe, for fear 
he ſhould ſucceed; as he night, had he been 
| lent 
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ſent in time) but laboured to have it believed 
in Germany, and even at tbe Court of Vienna, 
that they only ſtudied Peace. They were 10 
copious (as uſual) of theſe Proteſtations to 
the Duke of Bavaria, and to the other Ger- 
man Princes and Prelates, and even to the Em- 
= zeror himſelf, that the Elector of Saxony 
haaſted to make his Peace with him. I ſuppoſe 
he had diſcovered what was literally true, that 
the French Court was, and had been for a 
great while, uſing all underhand Tricks and 
Endeavours to adjuſt all Differences between 
the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, let what 
would become of the Confederates: It was 
enough for them to have the Honour of be- 
ing ruined by French Means, in order to pro- 
mote the French Intereſt. 


Oxenſtiern having attempted to make a 
Treaty between the Swedes and the Elector of 
Saxony, with great Hopes of Succeſs, by the 
8 of the Duke of Mecklenburg ; 
the French Court beſought him, by an Envoy 
ſent on Purpoſe, to proceed no further with 
the Elector, but to leave all to a General 
Peace, and then he ſhould ſee what Wonders 
the faithful French would do for their good 
Allies and Bubbles the Swedes. 


The Anſwer of Oxenſtiern, who had long 
felt their faithleſs Dealings, was ſtrong: ©* Thar 
C France 
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France had made void all her Treaties by 
« Non-performance: That the French King 
e had always denied, that he was at all en- 
« gaged in any War with the Emperor: 
(Juſt as the preſent French Court diſowned 
their being at War with the Queen of Hun- 
gary, when they had employed a great Army | 
to ſpoil and deſtroy her, yet were always pro; 
feſſing Peace and Friendſhip) * That France © 
had ſtill a Miniſter at Vienna; that during 
the Heat of the War (2 War of their own 
« contriving) the French were ſtill playing 
« faſt and looſe, and would not ſeem to be 
concerned in it; nay, were daily treating 
e of Peace with the Emperor's Refidenr, 
“ without once communicating about it with 
« the Swediſſi Miniſter in France: That all 
e their Aim was to keep the Swedes from 
« difarming ; and by keeping them in Arms, 
« they meant only to procure a better Peace 
% for Themſelves; ſo that they only exhorted 
* the Swedes to keep firm and armed, till 
« France had gained good Terms: That he 
« had long remained withour Money, or 
_« friendly Council from France, though he 
e had been aſſured, that all Arrears ſhould 

« be immediately paid off, and a French Mi- 
e niſter ſhould be ſent to perſuade the States 
of Saxony to perſiſt in the Alliance: That 
no ſuch Miniſter was ſent, (at leaſt in Time) 
q Ra © NO 


me 
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te no Arrears were paid, no Promiſe performed, 
« no Engagement kept. 


To this true and heavy Charge, of glaring 
Deceit and Falſification, the Anſwer was, A 
Repetition and Addition of magnificent Pro- 
miſes, flattering Projects, and freſh Engage- 
ments, all to keep him from treating apart, 
the very Thing which they themſelves were 
doing, and aimed to ſucceed in doing it, by 
keeping the Swedes from doing it. It was the 


firm Purpoſe of the French in all theſe En- 


gagements, not to obſerve one of them. They 
only had the Honour to make them, and 
equally the Honour of never keeping them. 
Oxenſtiern ſtill perſiſted to demand the Pay- 
ments due, and for the reſt, he ſaid, he would 
follow the Direction of his Superiors. 


The French had then recourſe to the Senate 
at Stockholm, by their Reſident there. The 
Reſident begins with a Propoſal for confirm- 
ing paſt Treaties. The Senate anſwer, That 
the French had broken them all. He offers a 
new Treaty with Sweden againſt the Emperor. 
The Senate replies, That the French King 
** was, by the Mediation of the Pope, actually 
entered into Negotiations with the Em- 
„ peror: That the Swedes had been the Dupes 
of every Negociation with France: That 
France, whenever ſhe had made a Treaty 

. | with 


mn &&A 


$1 


* with Sweden, had always made others di- 


© realy to defeat it. The Treaty of Heil. 


& bron in particular, made by general Con- 
« ſent, was immediately invalidated by a 
«| ſecret Treaty between France and the Con. 
< federated States of Germany: The General- 
* ſhip, and principal Direction, was taken from 
* the Swedes, by a Fineſſe, in exprefs Contra- 
« diction to the Treaty; and the Swediſb Ar- 


« my, for want of the promifed Payments 


“ from France, had ſuffered great Loſs and 
© Diſgrace, was unable to act, and forced to 
&© retire to the Sea Coaſt. As to the Swedes, 


te it had ever been their Character religiouſly 


ct to adhere to their Engagements with their 
t Allies: That they were not bound by Trea- 


C; 
C 


A a „ 


the French ever regard ſuch as had.” 


It was manifeſt from the Beginning, that 


France wanted to draw Sweden into a War, 
on purpoſe to raiſe the Power of France, by 
E down the Houſe of Auſtria; and to 


eep the Swedes hampered in that War, till 
France could procure for herſelf an advan- 


tageous Peace; and that the Intereſt of Swe- 


den was not in the leaſt conſidered in it, or 
intended by it. The French meant no more 
in favour of Sweden, than to procure it the City 


of Stralſund; and that too for the Ends of 


France, as a Door for the Swedes to enter 
Germany 


% 


ties which had .never been ratified, nor did 
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„ 
Germany, whenever France wanted their Pre- 
ſence and Aſſiſtance there. 


With this View France had allured Gufta- 
dus Adolphas into the Empire, to fight for 
them, and to be continually eroſſed and di- 
ſtreſſed by them: With this View, when he 
vas killed, they perſuaded the Swedes to con- 
tinue the War, and all the while thwarted 
and ſtarved them in it: Wich this View, by 
ſowing Jealouſy and Fears, by miſchievous 
Inſinuations, by falfe Promiſes, and ſome Gold, 


they debauched the German Confederates from 


the Swedes, and were meditating the common 
Deftruion of both the Swedes and their Ger- 
man Confederares, all to advance their own 
peſtilent Purpoſes, by the Pains, and Peril, and 
Blood of other Nations. 


However, as the Situation of Affairs made 
it neceſſary, Sueden renewed the Treaty with 
France. One main Articte was, that neither 
Crown ſhould ever treat of Peace without the 
Privity and Confent of the other. A moſt 
necellary Article, if that, or any thing elſe, 
could have fixed the flippery Faith of France] 
The very Day in which the Treaty was ſign- 
ed, and before the Wax was cold, France en- 
tered into a Treaty with the Emperor, the 
Enemy of Sweden, by the Inter- agency of the 
Pope's Nuntio. 

1 : When 
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When this was known, no wonder the 
French were alarmed upon the Diſcovery, and 
their Miniſter at Stockholm prodigal of Pro- 
miſes, to keep the Swedes from treating for 
themſelves. There was nothing he was not 
ready to promiſe and ſwear, with high Pro- 
feſſions, all without Meaning. 


Vet all this while France was buſy in keep- 
ing the German Proteſtants from any Coalition 
with Sweden, or with one another. The 
French Miniſter even went about bribing and 
corrupting the Swediſb Officers, and laboured 
to confound all the Meaſures of Sweden. The 
poor friendly and faithful Swedes had but lately 
ſuccoured the French Army, and even the 
French Monarchy, and reſcued both from im- 
minent Danger and Invaſion ; for an Attack 
had been made upon Burgundy and Lorrain : 
Yer the treacherous Deſigns of the French 
Court would not ſuffer Duke Bernard of Wey- 
mar to make a Diverſion in favour of his and 
their Allies, the poor diſtreſſed Swedes, when 
the Emperor's whole Forces preſſed them ſo, 
as to drive them to a dangerous Retreat into 
Pomerania. | 


France was all this while labouring another 
Point; namely, to ſooth the Electors of Ba- 
varia and Brandenburgh with Hopes of the 

is | | Imperial 
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Impetial Crown ; and to keep their Allies, the 


* Saedes, from poſſeſſing Pomerania, which the 


Emperor had actually offered them. 


Amidſt all this ſhocking Uſage, they were 
{till preſſing the Swedes ro the Renewal of 
Treaties ; and, at laſt, ſent a new Miniſter to 
propoſe a new Treaty. He alledged, thar 
the paſt Treaties were none; they were, he 
ſaid, only Projects and Skeletons of Treaties. 
His Court had, in fact, treated them as ſuch, 
as they were ready to do the next, and all 
others paſt and to come. The Drift of all 
this was moſt infamous, even to cheat the 


poor Swedes of all the Millions due by former 


Treaties, His Predeceſſor even adviſed him 
to cheat them of an Hundred thoufand Pounds, 
which the French King had ordered him to 


pay them ; Becauſe, ſays that true French Mi- 
niſter, the Swedes are Heretics. 


Under all this Treachery from France, they 
were however obliged to join in a League 


with it. The Conſequences were as uſual. 


France attended only to her Acquiſitions upon 
the Rhine, where ſhe had ſworn ſhe never 
would make any; and left the Swediſh General 
Bamer to be driven out of Bohemia, which he 
had bravely entered, agreeably to the Treaty, 
and in concert with France, which now aban- 
doned him, and left him to run out of it, 
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or periſh in it. For the Imperial Forces, vaſtly 


ſuperior to his, were pouring in dreadfully 


upon him on every Side. The preſent faith- 


leſs Purſuit of the French was, to be Maſters 
of Briſac, and of the Troops under the Duke 
of Saxe Weymar. | 


Theſe Troops were levied under the Stand- 


ard of Sweden, and bound by an Oath to that 


Crown; and the brave Prince who commanded 
them, could not be prevailed on by all the 
Money and repeated Subornations of France, 
to betray them to France: Neither would he 
betray his other Truſt, and traiterouſly deliver 
up to the French the ſtrong and important 
Town of Briſac, of which he was Governor, 


though they had tried him with all Sorts of 


Temptations. He was even about to paſs the 
Rhine to attack the Elector of Bavaria, (the 
Enemy of Sweden, but the Friend and Crea- 
ture of its good Allies the French) when he 
was arreſted by a ſudden Death, accompanied 
with ſuch ugly Symptoms, as too plainly diſ- 
played the terrible Vengeance of Cardinal 
Richlieu, and the French Court. The French, 
by this ſeaſonable Blow, got Poſſeſſion of 
Briſac, and by Bribes ſeduced from their Al- 
legiance the Troops, who had followed that 
Hero, now a Martyr to his Fidelity. 


The 


( 17 ] 


The French were now in good Humour 
after ſuch ſucceſsful Treachery, but ſuch good 
Hufnour as ſhewed itſelf only in Words. Ba- 
nier, leaving the Country of Lunenburgh, was 
informed that the Enemy were ſeparated, and 
retired ſeverally into Winter Quarters, in the 
Neighbourhood of the Danube. He, there- 
fore formed a Defign to fall upon them. 
All the Officers applauded the Deſign. Zupa- 


del particularly, now at the Head of Duke 


Meymar's Troops, declared in their Name, 
and indeed in the Name of France, that there 
was no Place in the World where they would 
not follow Banter in Search of the common 
Enemy. 


Banier, enlivened by this Aſſurance, marched 
towards Ratisbon: But when he had already 
paſſed the Danube, and was carrying the War 
into Auſtria and Bohemia, on a ſudden Gue- 
briant, General of the French, would needs 
leave him. Banter was amazed, and remon- 
ſtrated the fatal Conſequences to the Swedes, 
in being thus relinquiſhed and expoſed alone 
to a ſtronger Enemy. It was only beating the 
Air: Guebriant followed his villainous In- 
ſtructions, and marched off. The Enemy 
ſoon diſcovered the Separation, and re- aſſem- 
bled in haſte to cut off the whole Swediſb 
Army, thus weak and forſaken. Had not the 

D 4 Swediſh 
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Swediſh General made a ſudden and admirable 
Retreat, the ſad Cataſtrophe muſt have fol- 
lowed. The whole Sediſb Army were within 
half an Hour of periſhing ; but in that time 
they paſſed through a Defile, and thence ſaved 
themſelves by a March through Bohemia into 
Miſnia. Guebriant falſly pleaded the want of 
Proviſion. The Truth is, his Orders were to 
ſpare the Elector of Bavaria, and to check 
the Progreſs of the Swedes. | 


Still the French had the Aſſurance to pro- 
poſe a Prolongation of the Treaty; and, 
when they were reproached with all this 
amazing Detail of their Infidelity, and mali- 
cious Conduct, D'avaux their Miniſter, by 
way of Reply, threatened, that, unleſs the 
- Swedes went on to execute the Schemes of 
France, they ſhould be paid no Subſidies for 
what was paſt, and for all that they had done. 
In Anſwer particularly to the true and ſhock- 
ing Charge of corrupting and buying the 
Troops of Weymar from their Faith and Al- 
| legiance, he further confidently threatened to 
- bribe and corrupt the Swediſo Officers in Ba- 
nier's Army: An Attempt which he actually 
made by a Profuſion of Money and Enter- 
tainments. | 


Could there be a more awakening Leſſon 
to any Country, againſt engaging with a Court 
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of ſuch profligate Faith and Morals? The 


Swedes were engaged; they were afraid of 


being left ſingle in the War (for what was 
not that abandoned Court capable of doing?); 
they therefore found themſelves neceſſitated to 
renew the League, and their own Servitude, 


The ſucceeding Conduct of France tallied 


with their former Conduct. They drew the 


Swediſh Forces into every Danger, without 
expoling their own to any. In the Battle of 
Molfenbuttle, when the Auſirians were de- 
feated, and, in their Retreat over the River, 
left their Rear expoſed, Guebriant abſolutely 
refuſed to attack or purſue them. The whols 
Heat and Loſſes in the Battle fell upon the 
poor Swedes, who, if thoſe their Allies had 
ſupported them, would have gained a deciſive 
Victory. Ee e 


During the ſame Vear (1641.) Guebriant 
again ruined all the Schemes of Tortenſton, 


then General of the Swedes; and left him, in 
ſpite of all his Arguments and Adjurings, 0 


deal with an Army now vaſtly more powerful. 
Juſt ſo they acted ſome time before, and de- 
liberately forbore to ſtop the Imperial Gene- 


ral Piccolomini, in his March to Bohemia againſt 


37 
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Of a piece with the reſt was their other 
Conduct towards Sweden during all this War. 
They every-where barefacedly eſpouſed the 
Intereſt of the Dane, the inveterate and he- 


reditary Foe of Sweden : Inſomuch that, when 


the States General of the United Provinces 


reſolved to. ſend Succours to the Crown of 
Sweden againſt that of Denmark, Monſieur 


Deſtrades, the French Embaſſador to the States, 


made a formal and public Proteſtation againſt 


the Reſolution. 


Rut the unhappy Swedes were engaged, and 


muſt go on with the French, in ſpite of all 


the glaring and continued Perfidiouſneſs of 


the French to the Swedes. The Treaty was 
only to be kept on one Side; the French had 
drawn the Swedes into it by the Promiſe of a 
Subſidy, and ſecured them in it by the Non- 
payment. 'The Hiſtory of this Confederacy 


was only a Hiſtory of French Treachery to 


their Confederates. 


In the Year 1646. Turenne hs French Ge- 


neral promiſed Wrangel General of the Swedes, 


then in Heſftphalia, to paſs the Rhine, and to 
join him at Marpurg in the Country of Heſe, 


\ 


preſſing Vrangel to meet him there. Mran- 


Zeh, glad of the News, and earneſt to make 
the Conjunction, leaves Meſipbalia, where * 
ha 


[ar 

had already laid a Plan for military Opera- 
tions, and advances into Upper Heſſe. There 
he learned, to his infinite Mottification and 
Surprize, that Turenne, inſtead of paſſing the 
Rhine, was retired back to the Moſelle. Poor 
Wrangel had loſt much Time, abandoned all 
his Schemes in Meſtphalia, and now found 
himſelf involved in a thouſand Perplexities, 
and expoſed to extreme Danger ; and, truſting 
to French Faith, was ſacrificed by French 
Treachery. is 8 


Thus drawn by the French into this terri- 
ble Situation, and deſerted by them in it, he 
had no Reſource but to retire: But he durſt 
not even ſave himſelf by a Retreat; for then 
the Army of the Enemy, which had followed 
him, would have fallen with all their Strength 
upon the unhappy Landgrave, and utterly 
ruined him, and poſiibly the whole Swediſb 
Army might have been cut to Pieces; for 
they were alone, and ill poſted: And that all 
theſe tragical Events did not enſue, was owing 
to the Slackneſs of the Enemy, and to no want 
of Treachery in the French, who had nota- 
bly done their Part towards the Deſtruction of 
theſe their Confederates. 


Mangel ſcorned to imitate the French, and 
leave a brave Ally to be undone, as they had 
left himſelf. He diſpatched Remonſtrance af. 

„ ter 
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ter Remonſtrance to Turenne, with à full De- 
monſtration of his preſent Dangers and Dif- 


ficulties, all in conſequence of Turenne's own 
Counſel and Invitation: But Tarenne would 
not ſtir to aſſiſt him. The Secret was ſoon 
diſcovered. The French were then (ſtill in 
direct Defiance of the Faith of Treaties) making 
an underhand Truce not only with the Duke 
of Bavaria, with whom they had always 
had a fraudulent good Underſtanding, but 
even with the Emperor; and it was fir, in 
order to accompliſh one Iniquity, to be guilty 


of two, by betraying their good Allies the 
Swedes in the Cabinet, and deſerting them 


in the Field. 


The Excuſe which they had the Honour 
to make for the infamous Part they had the 
Honour to act, was French, and frivolous. 
The Sum of it was really no more, knan that 
their dark Dealings with the Enemy were diſ- 


covered ſooner than they had intended; and 


they affected to lay the Blame upon Servient 
| their Miniſter at Munſter. 


Some time after this, Wrangel propoſed to 


the French to advance farther into Bavaria, 


and paſs the Jer. The French openly ap- 
proved the Deſign, and were far from own- 


ing, much leſs urging any Truce, as an Ob- 


i jection againſt 1 it. But a ſoon as Wrangel was 
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for putting it in Execution, the French pro- 
reſted againſt it, alledged there was a Truce, 
and would needs go into Winter Quarters in 
Swabia, All Wrangel's fine Reaſoning ſig- 
nified nothing. The French had the Honour 
to fave a common Enemy, the Elector of Ba- 
aria, and to thwart and diſtreſs the Swedes 
their Friends. They even withdrew all their 
Forces out of Germany, and left the whole 
Weight of the War upon the poor abuſed 
Swedes, who had been obliged by the French 
to maintain a Truce with the Elector; but 
when the French were gone, the Elector would 
obſerve none with the Swedes, bur, 1n ſpite of 
the very Truce which he had lately pleaded, 
recommenced open War. | | 


For all this, the French till maintained a 
Truce with him, and left their Allies the 
Swedes to the Mercy of the Enemy. They 
had the Honour to leave theſe fooliſh faith ful 
Allies to be puſhed by the whole Imperial 
Power, and to ſuffer Loſs after Loſs, till they 
were driven out of Memmingen and all Swa- 
bia; Misfortunes which the French might 


eaſily have prevented, had their Faith or Ho- 
nour been like that of Men. 


A Treaty of Peace being ſer on Foot at Nu- 
renburg, the French treated as they have ſince 
long done, not only like Pedants, bur like aſ- 


ſuming 


L 249 
ſuming Pedants. They wrangled about Words 
and Trifles, but ſtill with a knaviſh intereſted 
Meaning. As often as the Swediſb or other 
Proteſtant Miniſters contended for the reaſon- 
able Satisfaction and Security of their Princi- 

pals, Hold, cried the French ; it is too ſoon 

* to meddle with that Point: It is as yet pre- 
t mature: Let us firſt ſettle ſuch an Article,” 
naming one of their own. Their next Con- 
cern to that of promoting their own Affairs, 
was to baffle or leſſen every Advantage pro- 
poſed for their good Allies the Swedes, and 
the other confederate Proteſtants, and to ad- 
vance the Intereſt of the common Enemy, I 
mean that of the Elector of Bavaria, and the 
Catholics, They were in Poſt-haſte, whenever 
the Swediſb Affairs came under Conſider ation; 
and threatened to call off their Troops, and 
pay no more Subſidies, unleſs more Diſpatch 
was made (obſerve, that they were then in 
Arrears to Sweden many hundred thouſand 
Crowns of the ſtipulated Subſidy ;. an Arrear 
of which they made rare Ule, and gained more 
by not paying it, than ever the Swedes did by 
their partial and faithleſs Payments!) : But, 
when any French Point was to be handled, 
they inſiſted that the Swedes ſhould protract 
the Negotiations to what Length they pleaſed, 
and threatened them with the ſame terrible 
Puniſhment, if they refuſed. 
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Yet the French ſtill perſiſted in contributing 
nothing further towards the common Cauſe; 
that is, the miſerable Swedes muſt have the 
Honour to do all, and to ſuffer all; and the 
French muſt have the Honour co gain all, and 
direct all. Could there be more unequal and 
provoking Uſage, more Inſolence, or more 
Pedantry ? 


Such are the Terms and Conſequences of 
an Alliance with France. Is it no: more to- 
lerable, more ſafe, and more worthy of Men, 


to be at open War with a Nation, which is a 


more terrible Friend than Enemy ? Surely the 
Taſk is eaſier, and the Event more promiſing. 
Had it not been for the Influence and En- 
tanglements of France, the Swedes might have 
more eaſily extricated themſelves a long while 
before. 


Even when the French had yielded, at the 


preſfing Inſtances of Sweden, to recommence 


Hoſtilities againſt the Elector of Bavaria; 


they had ſtill the Honour to mean nothing 


real, but real Falſhood. It was like their for- 
mer Complaifance to Sweden, all Mockery, 
2nd pernicious Grimace. To make the Mock- 
ery {till greater, and the Swedes greater Bub- 
bles, the French General Turenne advanced 
towards them, and actually croſſed the Rhine; 

ON but 


* 


but might as well, and with more Decency, 
have ſtaid on the other Side. The Enemy 
were utterly diſmayed, and apprehended ine- 
vitable Deſtruction, upon the Conjunction of 


the French and Swedes. Bur the French were 


falſe, and the Enemy ſafe. No body was hurt 
but the Swedes. The French refuſed. to join, 
and the faireſt Opportunity was loſt of giving 
the Enemy an utter and final Defear. 


Never was any thing more contemptible, 
as well as more ſhameleſs, than the Pretence 
alleged to juſtify ſuch perfidious Conduct. It 
was a ridiculous Diſguſt almoſt a Year old, 
never pleaded before, and juſt then urged 
againſt joining, after an immediate Invitation 
to join. Turenne, for ſooth, inſiſted upon Satiſ- 
faction from the Swedes, for having received 
again into their Service a Body of their own 
Men, who had been lately bribed and de- 
bauched from their Service by the Money and 
Treachery of France ! It was the Troops of 
MWeymar, who, after they had been ſo ſeduced, 
and then faithleſsly uſed by France, returned 
to their Duty, and their old Maſters, Such a 
tranſparent Diſguiſe was thrown upon appa- 
rent Treachery and Infolence! The Truth 
was, the French and the Elector were common 


Friends, and the Swedes were made the com- 


mon Dupes. 


Did 


nere 


* 
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Did not all this prove, that it was better, 
and more fecure, to be the Enemy of France, 
than the Ally of France? Had the Elector 
been the Confederate of France, France would 
have uſed him as ill as ſhe did the Swedes, 
and her. other Allies. Had the Swedes been 


her Enemies, ſhe would have uſed them more 


like Friends. The Condition, of Sweden and 
Bavaria is at this Day, and has been for ſome 
Years, a Demonſtration how true this Reaſon- 
ing is. 


The Swedes paid till dearer for their Alli- 
ance with France in the Year 1672. For, 
ever ſince the Peace of Munſter, there had 
been Negotiations for an Alliance carrying on 


between the two Crowns; chiefly at the In- 


ſtance of France, but all looſe and imperfect, 
till this Year, when it was finiſhed with di- 
vers freſh Clauſes, all to the Advantage of 


France. 


; The French had then kindled a new War 
in Europe, out of pure Wantonneſs and Ambi- 
tion; againſt all Faith, againſt the moſt ſo- 
lemn Treaties, and againſt every Tie binding 
to a human Society, and ſacred to Conſcience 
and Honour: But France had the Honour to 
break them all; and Sweden the Folly to join 
with her, and to be ruined by the Conjun- 
ction. It was a pernicious War to that poor 

2 Nation, 
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Nation, and intailed Calamities upon it for 
the beſt Part of a Century ; Calamities which 
are, in ſome meaſure, ſtill ſubſiſting. In it 
they ſaw their braveſt Forces periſh ; their 
Subſtance waſted ; their Credit and Finances 
utterly ſunk ; their Weight and Influence in 
Europe loſt; their Country curtailed ; ſome 
of their beſt Territories lopped away. The 
worft Calamity was ſtill to come, and too 
naturally followed the reſt; their old and 
free Government was converted into an ab- 
ſolute Tyranny: A Curſe promoted very 


naturally by the Agency and Intrigues of 


France, and the bleſſed Fruit of French Coun- 
ſels and Alliance. Neither was that their laſt 
baneful good Office to Sweden : Witneſs what 
has happened fince and lately. 


After France had entangled the Swedes in 
that wicked War, fo baneful to the Swedes, 
ſhe was ſo far from pitying them, that ſhe 
contributed all Power and Arts to impoveriſh 


and weaken them till more at the End of it. 


Great Parcels of their richeſt Territories were, 
by the Contrivance of France, yielded and diſ- 
tributed to the neighbouring Princes, the Ene- 
mies and Rivals of Sweden: For it was the 
Policy and Drift of France, to reduce the 
Strength of Sweden in Germany, and to pro- 
cure herſelf Friends, by gaining and obliging 
the German Princes, at the Expence of Swe- 


Aen. 
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den : A black and barbarous Retributzon, but 


natural, and always to be expected from the 
ſame Quarter! It was reverſing all Truſt and 
good Faith, and turning Merit into Miſery, 


Treaties into Snares. 


| By the expreſs Terms of the Alliance, 


France not only bound herſelf to indemnify 


Sweden for all her Loſſes in the War, but had 
it in her Power, and could have done it with 


all Eaſe. When the Payment of the Subſidy 
ſtill due to the Swedes, amounting to many 


Hundred thouſand Dollars, would have come 


ſo ſeaſonably, France was ſo hard-hearted, as 


to add Cruelty to Injuſtice; and refuſed them 
that Eaſe and Solace in the midſt of ſo much 
Miſery and Sorrow, all of her own pro- 
curing. 


: Yer, even after this infamous Conduct, 
and ſo much dreadful Warning to Sweden, 


France has had ſtill the Boldneſs to be pro- 


poſing new Engagements to the Swedes, and to 
draw them into freſh Broils; all wanton and 
unjuſt in themſelves, peſtilent to all Europe, 


and particularly deſtructive to Sweden : With 


what Succeſs theſe French Counſels have been 
offered to the Swedes, let the preſent State of 
Sweden declare. | 


It 


i 


„„ 
It is impoſſible to go through all the French 
Treachery in Treaties. What could be more 
ſolemn, what could be contrived more binding, 
than that of the Pyrenees between France and 
Spain? In it the Infanta, both before and after 
her Marriage, firſt as the Infanta of Spain, then 
as Queen of France, diſclaimed and renounced, 


upon Oath, and for ever, all Right to any Part 


of the Spaniſh Dominions; yet, upon the 
Death of her Father, the French invade the 


| Spaniſh Provinces, in Right of the Queen of 


France; and even when they are about it, 


and actually engaged in it, committing all 
Hoſtilities, waſting the Country, ſeizing 
Provinces, and taking Towns, they all the 
while ſolemnly declare, that they would reli- 
giouſly obſerve the Pyrenean Treaty: They de- 
clare it to the Span; Miniſter at Paris; to 
the Court of Spain by the French Miniſter at 
Madrid, and declare it to all the World. 


If they were asked, How, amidſt all the Out- 


rages of War, they could be ſaid to obſerve Peace? 


they had an ingenious Anſwer ready : They 
did not at all diſturb the Spaniſb Monarchy, by 
uſurping the Spaniſh Netherlands; they only 
took Poſſeſſion of theſe Provinces, as the In- 
heritance of the Queen of France, to whom 
theſe Countries were devolved. The Queen 
had renounced them, it was true ; but, by her 
Marriage with the French King, they were fallen 
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to the King; and whatever once belonged 
to the Crown of France, was unalienable 
from the Crown. The King himſelf had 
not Power to part with it; yet, for Peace- 
fake, he, who could part with none, would 
part with a great deal; and offered to renounce, 
(with the ſame Sincerity) in as ſtrong Words 
as conld be framed, all his ather Claims in 
her Behalf ; becauſe he could not at preſent 
aſſert them with equal Succeſs, but might af= 
terwards regain them by the ſame good Lo- 


gic, ſupported with better Artillery, his laſt 


and beft Argument. 


Juſt fo, though by the ſame Treaty, and.the 
ſtrongeſt Words in it, they had ſworn never 
more to aſſiſt Portugal againſt Spain, they ſtill 
ſupported Portugal with Men, Money, and 
Arms. Was this no Breach of the Treaty ? 


It was not: It was only the Marſhal Turenne 


that aſſiſted Portugal with ſome Forces; a 
French Marſhal, and French Soldiers, and 
French Pay. The Marſhal Schomberg went 


afterwards in Turenne's Place, for the ſame Pur- 


poſe, and with the ſame Command. The 


French Court was very ſorry for it, but could 


not help it. Schomberg, they ſaid, was by 


Birth a German; and they could not command 


him, as if he had been born a Subject of 
Warn What could be a clearer Juſtifica- 
tion; | . 


In 
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In 1669. they had the Honour to draw us 


into a War with Holland, and the Engliſh Mi- 
niſtry (not the People of England) the Diſ- 
honour to be ſo drawn. Yet, though they 
were our good Friends, and had engaged us 
in this unjuſt and pernicious War for our 
Good, they promiſed their faithful Aſſiſtance 
to the Dutch; and, indeed, equipped out a 
ſhewy Fleet, which, without expoſing itſelf 
to Danger by engaging, had the Honour to 
be quiet SpeCtators, whilſt the Engliſb and 
Dutch were tearing one another to Pieces, all 
ro make way for the French Superiority at Sea 
over them both. But, as the Maritime Pro- 
teſtant Powers were not yet ſufficiently weak- 
ened, they had the Honour to fall upon their 
good Friends the Dutch in 1672. after they 
had lulled them into Security by a long Courſe 
of Careſſes, and grand Declarations of the 
Friendſhip of France for Holland. 


They had the Honour to inſtigate the Turk 
to invade the Empire : They had the Honour 
to promiſe Succours to the Emperor againſt 
the Turk: They had the Honour to bribe 
ſome of the Emperor's Subjects to rebel againſt 
their Prince. All theſe faithleſs and contra- 
dictory Meaſures they had the Honour to puſh 
at one and the ſame time. 


Such 
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Such as break all Leagues, cannot be charged 
with Inconſiſtency in breaking any. When 
they made the Partition Treaty on purpoſe to 
break it, they were {till to be allowed to have 
acted conſiſtently, ſince they had dealt fo with 
all Treaties, TE 


The great leading Principle of French Poli- 
ticks 1s, Increaſe of Dominion ; a Principle to 
which all Principles muſt give way. Every 
Art, every Method, which advances this Prin- 
ciple, is to be practiſed and encouraged: Every 
Conſideration, every Meaſure, which thwarts 
this Principle, is to be removed and diſcou- 
raged. Truth, whenever it ſtands in the Way, 
is to be avoided or ſuppreſſed. Fraud and 
Falſehood, whenever they promiſe Succeſs, 
are to be purſued. 


When Conqueſt is the great Point, any 
Means to come at it, be they ever ſo bad, are 
the beſt Means. Who, that hath fer his Heart. 
upon gaining a Province, would loſe it for fear 
of a Lye? What Conqueror is retarded out 
of Tenderneſs for the Calamities of the con- 
quered? Wanton Concueſts do, indeed, im- 
ply the Exerciſe of every Immorality, where 
Morality retards the Conqueror: His Words 
are therefore air, becauſe they are falſe ; and 
the more Cruelty he means, the more Gentle- 
neſs he profeſſes. — 


1 


The French are manifeſtly actuated and 
governed by a Spirit of conquering. All their 
Neighbours have ſadly felt this, by their re- 

peated and continued Encroachments, by their 
ſedulouſly intrudipg into the Affairs of every 
Nation, by their promoting Diſcord and Di- 
ſtreſs every-where, and by their univerſal 
Breach of Faith. They have improved their 
Civilities into Deceit, and taught their Lan- 
guage to cajole ; they diſguiſe the blackeſt De- 
ſigns with the faireſt Profeſſions, and cover 
their Rancour with Smiles. Their fineſt Com- 
pliments have often a very wicked Meaning, 
or at beſt none. Is there a Nation in Europe, 
Engliſb, Dutch, German, Italian, Pole, Sweat, 
Ress, Dane, that they have not deceived, 
and deceived over and over? Is there a Na- | * 
tion in Europe that has not rued their Friend- | ? 
ſhip and Enmity? it is hard to ſay which 
moſt, In what Quarter of Chriſtendom has 
a Civil War happened, which they have not 
had the Honour to kindle, ar leaſt to feed 
with Fewel ? What Invaſion or Revolation, 
which they have not made, or prompted, or- 
provoked? What notable Treaſop, Revolt, or | 7? 
Rebellion, which they have not incited or 
encouraged ? 
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To conquer therefore is their great Aim | 
and End; to Geceive is their chief Study and 
” |  Accom- 


”» 
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Accompliſhments : A ſort of Gaſconiſm, a 


Spirit of Vanity and Self- ſufficiency, animates 
them to all Adventures, and they think none 


too high for them to accompliſh. They al- 


ways deſpiſe, and occaſionally flatter, all ather 
Nations; and reckon it their Glory to deceive 
them. Sincerity paſſes for Groſſneſs: Inſin- 
cerity is the Talent of a fine Gentleman, eſpe- 
cially of a Miniſter : In the public Offices 
they are bred to it; and from theſe Offices 
(a very narrow Education for a Stateſman ! 

they are ſent abroad to exerciſe their little 
Talents in the neighbouring Courts, but ſome- 
times furniſhed with an Argument much more 
prevalent, and more apt to blind, than any 
Technical Grimace, or any ſmall Wiles of 
theirs. 


Doubtleſs France does produce, and hat 


produced, many great Men, great in Honour, 


great in War, great in Negociation, Eloquence, 
and Literature. But the Character of the 
People ſeems to be Vanity, Inſincerity, and 
Oſtentation; full of Self-flattery, full of Con- 
tempt for all others, even for ſuch who can 
beat and outwit them; eaſily animated, 
eaſily dejected; eſpouſing the worſt Maxims, 
and purſuing the worſt Means, to aggrandize 
themſelves, and to hurt, and deceive, and op- 
preſs other Nations. 


I think 


— —= "x, . 
CR 


al 


= — 
— — ̃ — 


—— — —5 
A — — 2 
= 
— 2 — pi 
— — — — 
. = — — — 
Re —„—« 
— 5 


8 
— 
—— — 
— — 


— — 
* 


—— —— —— —— 
-< — "FL 4 
——— = = RR 
— DUB Dior — 
— — 
3 
1 
« 


encroaching and falſe Spiri, 
5 ſatiated, never tobe truſted 


36 
I think their Conduct has long claimed and 


confirmed this Character: Yer I ſhould not 
have preſumed to draw it, had I not been 


' juſt peruſing and conſidering ſuch affectiug 


' Proofs: of it, for ſo long 


a Courſe of. Years, 


and ſeen in them ſuch a buſy, trouble ſome, 
neyer to be. 


| Tan there be a broker, 4 more alarming 
Proof of all that I have been ſeying, or can 


tay, than their preſent perfidious Attempt upon 


England? By it do they not explicitly declare 
their infamous want of Faith, and their peſti- 


lent Deſigns, to all Europe? They ſeem under 


an Inf tuation, in teaching, by ſuch deteſtable 


_ Meaſures, all Eurepe to deteſt them, and this 


Nation particularly raore 2nd more to hate 
them. „ 


